Postcards from the Future – Play Parks
Description

Postcards from the future are activities that aim to gather people’s hopes and visions for the future of their area.

A vision statement is drafted and debated/agreed upon by the participants which can be used to inform local developments in the area.

Method

What you will need:

• mock postcards

• pens

• flipchart paper and pens

What you need to do:

The facilitator asks participants to close their eyes and imagine that they had been living overseas (Australia, France, Thailand…pick your favourite) for five years and are coming back to visit for the first time since leaving.
He/she describes how as they enter the playpark they notice something looks and feels differently. They start walking around and they realise that their playpark has transformed over the last five years into the park that they always dreamed it could be. 
Participants are asked to notice what has changed, how the playpark looks and feels as they walk around.
After a couple of minutes of taking them through their mental tour of the playpark, the facilitator asks them to open their eyes, remain quiet and begin to write a postcard to a friend from their overseas country.
The postcard should talk about: how wonderful their playpark has become how it feels to be there, why they love it and what is special.
Once they finish writing, the process for creating the vision statement begins by asking them to highlight their top three ideas.

These ideas are grouped; a vision statement including them is drafted and debated/agreed upon by the participants.
Adapted from “Tools to Assess Your Local Environment” by Living Streets

