St Ninian’s Episcopal Primary School

Community Drop-In Session
30 August 2017

Overview of comments received at Community
drop-in session and Online Questionnaires



Online Questionnaire Feedback

e 49 Questionnaires submitted online — 18 completed, 31 partially completed

e 43% (13) of responses from parents, 23% (7) of responses from the wider
community, 17% (5) of responses from the Church, 7% (2) of responses from
other family members, 7% (2) of responses from ‘other and 3% (1) of
responses from neighbours. 19 had given no indication of the relationship to
the school

e 35 questionnaires were submitted without any comments

e 42% (8) of responses preferred option 1, 32% (6) of responses preferred
option 2, 21% (4) of responses preferred option 3 and 5% (1) preferred option
4. Responses from 30 questionnaires gave no indication of their preference.

e Questionnaire closed on 6 October 2017



Online Questionnaire Feedback
Option 1 - Do nothing
Comments

e Some pupils work better in smaller schools and closing schools removes the
option of them being able to attend a school with a more one on one
environment. The only reason the school role has dropped is due to change in
Catholic school offering.

e Brilliant school. Daughter loves it. She is being stretched and challenged and
brought on in every area of the curriculum. She is bright and they are able to
push her on without pressure. They have innovative teaching. The school
uses all community resources including local park, sports and cathedral. So
community respect of all ages and cultures and faiths a strong theme.
Teachers are very supportive despite huge pressure’s small size and
therefore few resources compared to larger schools. | would worry other
classes would remove essential facets of the school e.g. nurture space that
would mean teaching standards reduce and that affects my child's educational
attainment. Losing the cathedral would remove a significant resource and
support for community working. A catchment would not increase the role.
Better advertising and support from council during placing request process
needed.

e This school is great for children who would struggle with a bigger school my
son was very shy when he was at nursery and took a long time to talk to staff
if he had went to a large school he would have hidden in a corner and | am
fairly sure he would go unnoticed in this school he is thriving.

e By Law we have a right to remain Denominational. Don't see the Council
closing Catholic School? It was the Council that bull-dozed 2 classrooms and
changed another couple to offices without seeking our Cathedral approval.
This is a brilliantly run School with top class care for its 69 pupils and growing.

e Option 1 is the only option although it is very negative thing to put on the list.
Why couldn't it have said leave the school running as it is? The school is
busier than you think. The kids there are benefitting from a smaller community
that in bigger schools they would get spat up and chewed out. There is a
strong sense of family and a very nurturing environment for our kids. Don't
underestimate the power of word of mouth and current coverage to increase
numbers further.

e | like the fact it's a small school, my daughter has a short attention span and
also sensory issues so my choice to send her to this schoolers on the simple
fact it was a nice small school, there for would make it easier being in a small
class better for her to learn and not get distracted to easily and more one on
one time as there is less pupils so there's more help for the pupils

e Leave it alone.



e Yes leave it well alone!!!



Online Questionnaire Feedback

Option 2: School remains open — remove denominational status of school and
create a new non-denominational catchment for the school.

Comments

Because it is better to keep the school open and allow others to come to
school. Do not want the council selling off for little and get turned into private
housing.

| would like to send my children to this school as it is close to my home,
however | am non-religious.

St.Ninian’s Cathedral have put a lot of work to get the school involved with the
cathedral, how that would be wasted if this lovely school was to close.

Totally against our ethos and good educational practice.

Don't you think it would be very damaging for the community and city of Perth
if you were to take the school away from the cathedral and vice versa. Think
of the uproar. The cathedral and the wider community is very valuable in
these days for both kids and parents alike. Taking away the denominational
status because no kids are Episcopalian well may be not all of them are but
the cathedral welcomes all faith and | for one very much enjoy the support
and family feel of this that we would simply not get anywhere else and | know
| am not the only parent that feels like this. The school is simply not big
enough for a catchment.

The school although small is an excellent school. In particular the link with the
church should not be severed because of the valuable input of the clergy to
the children's education practically, morally and spiritually.



Online Questionnaire Feedback

Option 3: School remains open — extend the provision of other Perth & Kinross
Council services and utilise space within the school for these services.

Comments

e Housing other services within the school would allow the school the option to
expand and increase the roll if demand increased again.

e | would much prefer to do nothing!! But I think it is a shame to have rooms
sitting empty when | am sure other PKC services could use this space, my
only concern would be other service users would need to use a separate
entrance and exit and the costs that may be incurred if renovations or
modification were required.

e As the church Diocesan Children and Youth officer it is important to me that
the school keeps its Episcopalian identity as it is only one of three left in the
whole of Scotland. Think putting other council services in the school is a good
idea.

e Classes being disrupted and essential nurture provision would be lost. There
IS not vast spare space as the council figures suggest and they must be
updated to make this evaluation fair.

e Extending provision, really where, except using it at night or weekends or
during holidays it is not as empty as you seem to think but you already have
been put right on the figures.



Online Questionnaire Feedback
Option 4: Consider closing school and pupils attend catchment schools.
Comments

e | would be very sad to see this excellent school close. It has a very warm,
stimulating learning environment. the children obviously benefit from smaller
classes.



Online Questionnaire Feedback

Are there any other options that you would like to propose for the school?

Comments

Advertising the option of attending this school to pre-primary children within
the locality as an option for them.

Is it feasible to 'merge’' some of the smaller schools?

Better placement advice for oversubscribed schools and better website
support. Currently school significantly discriminated against as council
website unclear in its description and is placed under all high school options
when searching by postcode. Glowsite government website for schools not fit
for purpose. Financially support for a decent site.

Put Balhousie and St Ninian’s together but keep the Episcopalian identity.

Are the council looking at the smaller schools in the outlying areas of the
Authority? As there are many with small numbers of pupils.

| really want to question why the head teacher was not allowed in to the
meeting at the school. Particularly when the councils figures are incorrect, the
school has an additional 20 pupils from last year, also why was | told that
keeping the school as it is isn't an option? Giving the impression a decision
has been made. And do the council really feel it is a good idea to take the
nurture class away and use the dining room as a class room just to be able to
expand on numbers? This is a great school and we choose for our kids to
come here because they get whatever support they need.

There are Deeds by Law stating the now St. Ninian's School was given to the
Cathedral because the Council sought a Compulsory purchase order due to
the fact it wanted the old school for housing and land. The very fact that is
written in statute make P&K responsible for a Law Suit should they try and
close this school.

Finally there is a reason why the kids at St Ninian’s are not at their catchment
schools. Have you thought about that? It is a wee gem of a school that has a
very nurturing and caring environment for the kids from all backgrounds not
just closing the gap kids. It has given us parents an alternative option that
gives our kids the best education and socialisation for them.

| expect that lots of ideas about after school clubs or holiday clubs would be
an option. Also a nursery so that younger siblings could benefit from the early
years pre schooling. Though since outbuildings were demolished last year
where would these classes go?

Our children are part of Gaelic Medium Education Unit at Goodlyburn Primary
School. Whilst we are very happy to be part of Goodlyburn our overall long-
term aim is to expand and grow GME in the Perth area in accordance with the
Councils own Gaelic Language Plan. We have been growing slowly but
steadily over the last few years and are now reaching our capacity to stay as
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part of Goodlyburn. We thought that if our expanding Unit would move into St
Ninian’s primary school it could perhaps turn out to be a win-win for existing
St Ninian's pupils and GME pupils alike. Both St Ninian’s and the Gaelic
Medium unit not have a geographic catchment area, so to GME parents it
makes sense to have a joint campus and we view it as an opportunity to:

- Generate significant cost savings for the Council with a combined primary
school;

- Use the Scottish Governments Gaelic Schools Capital Fund to re-furbish St
Ninian’s to make it fit for purpose;

- Have more space to allow GME to grow in a central location in Perth

- And help current St Ninian’s parents and pupils so the school can remain
open.



Questionnaires were also provided at the drop-in session, the feedback is as
follows:

Option 1 - Do nothing

Comments

Because this school has done great with my kids. | did have one kid in a
catchment area but took her out to come here. If we wanted to use our
catchment area schools we would but we want this school. don’t be silly and
take it away.

The school is performing well. My daughter is thriving. The numbers are
rising. Love the connection with the Cathedral. Don’t want to go to catchment
school. No room for other facilities all rooms used despite Council figures say.
Children from other counties are welcome here and because there are several
of them they don’t feel different. | meet many parents bringing their children
here each primary. Many ethnic backgrounds and all very much accepted at
the school. Which is good for them and the other children. | don’t think many
of them come to the Cathedral on Sundays — but this doesn’t matter it is one
of the ongoing involvement in the area of the Cathedral.

That the school seems to be thriving. The position of school seems ideal in
centre of city. That attachment to Cathedral is an opportunity, not
disadvantage — it adds variety and philosophy/questioning to young minds.
Garden etc important in a city.

A great school — like a village school in a city location. Keeps the centre of the
city alive. Episcopalian connection enhances the school in lots of ways. | am
Episcopalian, and would like my grandchildren to know of the Christian faith
even if they do not adopt it.

The school for the time | have worked at PKAVS has been a great local
partner for us. The teachers and kids regularly visit the day centre to come
together with music, theatre and gardening. The teachers and kids being local
mean we can share learning and come together easily on a regular basis. We
come over at various times throughout the year to join in with other school
events.

We work with the children, our day services have been close with the school
for over 10 years and we would hate to lose this.

The school is the exact size for pupil quality — not quantity. It is involved in lots
of community links.

If it stays open it could flourish. There may be more or less children coming
here from the area but it will still be growing educationally for the children
currently here and for future pupils. | have been here to fundraising coffee
mornings where the children have been delightful and | have always felt it is a
very happy school for both pupils and staff.
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The children | care for from the school appear to be happy and nurtured within
their school environment. The wider network of parents and teachers are
welcoming and friendly. When | pick the children up from school they are very
positive about their day and their learning.

Many children are settled here. It gives fantastic support. And many parents
have chosen this school for that reason. It has no catchment so offers support
to everyone and more focus should/could be put aiming to get more kids here.
My kids have been coming here since 2008 this school has been nothing but
amazing and supportive to my children and the teachers are fantastic — no
reason to close the school at all.

Parent has worked at this school for 25 years and has seen many changes
and classes.

The children benefit greatly from the support and community with the
cathedral. Need to be promoting the school. Vulnerable families and children
better supported in a smaller environment. More than 50% of the pupils have
ASN.

Do nothing is the only logical option.

As a working ....... with this school for 5 years | have seen the strength of
community work within the school and its links and activities with the wider
community, local Cathedral and PKAVS. The nurture within the school is such
that we have seen children with problems in their early days blossom into
strong and confident individuals with clear standards of behaviour and in their
attitudes to others.

St Ninian’s is a lovely school exactly the way it is, pupils feel safe, welcomed
and happy to come to this school. | believe closing a building that is in good
order shouldn’'t need to be closed when they're other schools with unsafe
buildings for pupils. | am completely against closure as it works well with living
nearby and for work.

Supportive staff, excellent education, 1-on-1 time, time at the church,
daughter goes to nest has helped her loads. Why fix something if it aint
broken.

This is a great school. Teachers are brilliant; my daughter attends the nest
daily. This is extra support for her which since she started has benefited her
amazingly. It also gives support to us knowing she is in good hands. The
small classes mean more 1:1 support in classes. My son can be very shy so
knowing he can get extra help without having a large class to compete against
makes me happy. Small classes mean more help.

First the teachers are brilliant and friendly; pupils learn a lot not just the usual
schooling but togetherness for each other. As a gran, my grandchildren are
becoming well adapted for going forward to bigger and a brighter schooling.
Cannot see the other options working.

Wonderful small, supportive nurturing school, excellent teaching staff and
friendly environment.
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I's a fantastic school that works well for our Granddaughter; it is offering a
solid primary experience in a warm, nurturing environment. Small class sizes
mean more one-one contact. The flexibility of current rooms allows extra
support to be provided on site. A ‘village school’ in the city — unique!!

“‘Doing nothing” seems a strange way to describe option for a school. |
suspect that plenty goes on and current school is open-minded. Other options
seem to involve spending more money.

This school has a great ethos at its core and does sterling work in equipping
its pupils with life skills as well as an education. It should be supported and
promoted by PKC.

The fact that parents choose this school means that they have a huge vested
interest in the welfare of the school community.

1. Size, suitable for young. 2 position — suitable for parents to drop off children
on way to work. 3 reputation — very good, a very good start to for the young
The school has and is playing an important role within a vibrant community,
with many connections within the centre of Perth. With a committed staff
under the headship of a caring HT it is so much a part of the outward reach to
community and should be allowed to continue this important mission

This school has a very important place in the community. Because it has
small numbers it can be available to all the children.

School is fine size. Pupil- teacher relationships are excellent. Tuition levels
are excellent.

| feel St Ninian’s has provided a fantastic level of education for my children.
They have achieved 1st class honours degrees at university. Due | feel very
much to their primary education.

As a former pupil at this school, my education and career following uni were
achieved due to the small class sizes and inclusive education | received.
Small class sizes benefit pupils far more.

The Council voluntary purchased old St Ninian’s School at Cathedral for land
purposes and assured legal purchase of this school!

Do nothing. I am happy that my son is getting space to grow in this school. My
son loves the school environment. The strength of the student help to get
more attention to the student as individual.

Now is not the time for change: Perth population growing: inner city school
great for the community and link with Cathedral is priority. Episcopalian
church is not sectarian and is inclusive. Closing a school can damage
neighbourhood — the Cathedral is central to North Methven Street and part of
the city. Perth needs to stay positive. Weeping window and Salute to Perth
have brought thousands to this part of the city — our Episcopalian heritage is
an indelible part of Perth’s culture. The school roll is growing just now.

Since the classrooms are smaller the teaching has individual attention on
kids. This was the primary reason | sent my daughter to school and she
thoroughly enjoyed going to this school. Status quo may be maintained please
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e |t continues to be a most successful and happy school. Many of my friends at
the Cathedral were pupils at the school many years ago and proud of it.

e To do nothing would mean no further support on increased involvement and
investment by PKC.
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Questionnaires were also provided at the drop-in session, the feedback is as
follows:

Option 2: School remains open — remove denominational status of school and
create a new non-denominational catchment for the school.

Comments

e Opening the catchment area will give the school the chance to gain the extra
pupils it needs.

e With opening the catchment area, will allow more pupils to attend this school.

e With opening the catchment area it gives other families a wider area the
option to put their children to this school.

e Removing the denominational title of the school would affect pupil roll. Many
pupils look at school quality not religious affiliation.

e Provide the school with a catchment area. With St John’s primary and
Caledonian Road primary closing, St Ninian’s is the last inner city school.

e | would support option 2 — to have a catchment area, but would like links with
the catchment to remain as this promotes engagement with the wider
community.

e Do not cut the school off from the church by making it non-denominational.

e Option 2 is detrimental for children as they benefit from garden space, use of
Church for festivals and for citizenship.

e Not big enough for a catchment area.

e No need to remove denominational status as school welcomes children from
a variety of backgrounds and faiths already. It is the ethos of the school which
matters and this is strengthened by the link between the school and cathedral.

e Would be very upset even quite angry if links with cathedral removed.

e Current link with St Ninian’s Cathedral is a positive and unique element of
education for pupils (social, cultural, religious).

e Keep the school (St Ninian’s Primary) open and its denominational status.

e | believe the school’s ties with the cathedral are beneficial to the school as a
whole.

e My children have been to a large school and were very in on themselves shy
hard to communicate with other pupils and teachers. They have made very
much progress in the few weeks they have been here.

e Under the present teaching regime the school have achieved an excellent
rapport and contact to and within the surrounding community. Unfortunately
the PC brigade has had issues within the denominational aspect of the school
when in fact the school is open to all for educational purposes. Need more
children into a achieving option.

e St Ninian’s Primary School has important links with the values of a Christian
Community and as such should be kept and promoted. It is excellent means
of introducing an open-mindedness to all faiths.
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Removing denominational status will Not help the school — what evidence is
there for religion and denial of ‘soft’” Christian values? Episcopalianism is not
hastily prescriptive or exclusive: it's welcoming.

2 and 4 are both BAD options to be avoided.

| see no point in considering any of the other options. Removing the
denominational status smacks of political correctness. Parents and
prospective pupils are not banned from admission if they are not members of
the Scottish Episcopalian Church.

| oppose the loss of denominational status, since it is its Christian foundations
which gives the school its ethos.
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Questionnaires were also provided at the drop-in session, the feedback is as
follows:

Option 3: School remains open — extend the provision of other Perth & Kinross
Council services and utilise space within the school for these services.

Comments

| feel that opening up the school and making numbers bigger would spoil the
overall atmosphere and ethos at the school. If numbers are increased the
children’s quality of learning would be affected.

School has no ‘spare’ classrooms and space is limited.

Option 3 would deprive children of music/drama/nurturing space which would
be detrimental to educational attainment.

The only spare room is used for drama, music and violin practise.

The option to use space elsewhere for other uses is an option to me; no other
option would be, as long as it worked well with the school. For example using
building after school hours.

Using rooms for other things has merit if it does not take away rooms for
teaching. As the numbers go up the full capacity of rooms will be needed.
What ‘other services’ would school be used for. Lack of specificity in
description is misleading.

More pupils with diversity can only be for the good of school — pupils and
teachers.

Provision of a nursery and after school club would strengthen the desirability
of choosing St Ninian’s.

3 might allow financial earnings and facility.

| think the school would lose its individuality. It has a reputation for helping
children with difficulties.
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Questionnaires were also provided at the drop-in session, the feedback is as
follows:

Option 4: Consider closing school and pupils attend catchment schools.
Comments

e Closing the school would mean more classes in bigger schools. Less 1:1 time
with teachers. Teachers would have less time with children who may struggle
and need that extra bit of help.

e Closure would be a disaster for current pupils and deny families the choice to
send pupils here.

e Closing the school would be a huge loss to the local community.

e Closing the school will be a massive mistake.

e Shutting the school indefinite would be a mistake.

e Shutting schools should not be an option. Education is important. Helps to
have places to learn.

e It would be a great loss if this school closed. It has an excellent record. It has
close links to the Cathedral and PKAV’s. The children are happy and
successful. It is also well situated for families living locally.

e Option 4 — disaster! Other schools also being reviewed children may have to
travel further resulting in traffic congestion and environmental impact. Loss of
inner city denominational school. Building risks becoming another Perth
derelict.

e Shutting the school will be very hard for me to pick a school that provides the
best for my son, he loves this school and | do as well it would be very
emotional for a lot of people involved.

e If you close this school you are not thinking about the children that come here.
Don’t even see why you have picked this school to do this to leave it alone!!!!

e The thought of closing a school that will affect so many children is terrible.

e Absolute rubbish boils down to money. Anyone agreeing with closing down
the school | hope you can’t sleep at night.

e The school roll should not determine alone whether the school is earmarked
for closure.

e The closure of the school would be a severe loss in terms of nurture and
educational attainments. Children can be welcomed from across the PKC
area, giving an option to parents not offered by any other school.
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Questionnaires were also provided at the drop-in session, the feedback is as
follows:

Are there any other options that you would like to propose for the school?
Comments

e Another teacher would be great as there is not many/if any spaces left in each
classroom. Another teacher so composite classes can be smaller as there is a
huge range of ability in each class. A lot of pressure for the school staff to
meet their pupil’s increasing needs and getting it right for each child.

e Possibly a nursery to get numbers up but where would it go? After school club
but cost?

e Nursery opening.

e | was a teacher for the first fifteen years of my working life — five years outdoor
education, teaching geography and ecology — then ten years as Museum
Education Officer with Dundee Museums and Art Galleries (mostly primary
school children in Dundee). | am well aware of the value of children being out
of doors, and have been pleased to be instrumental in getting a grant from the
Mushroom Trust which has enabled the upper primary children to establish a
garden in the grounds of St Ninian’s Cathedral. | should hate to see this
initiative come to an end.

e One could think of closer connection to Cathedral — artistic, theatrical, RE etc.
consider role of school in the move to regenerate Perth as a City of Culture.

e PKC help to advertise the school to increase numbers if that is what is
required in their view. Small communities/schools have many benefits and
help more ‘challenging’ children to thrive and develop whereas in a large
school they would just continue to be ‘challenging’.

e Certainly don’t want schools of that age and stage to be too big and
impersonal.

e School appears to be in good order structurally and good decorative state.

e No, they should stay the same.

e After school club, nursery, better playground — more child friendly.

e With the school having no designated catchment | feel the council could assist
boost class sizes. The more personal teaching approach without doubts reaps
rewards. Please do not close St Ninian’s.

e My preferred option would be different from those listed overleaf. My belief is
that youngsters are not all suited nor benefit from ‘large community’ and
would benefit rather from small community type schools. Many people come
into Perth to work and a primary school en route would be valued — especially
one with such an excellent educational ethos as SNP. | think it should be
promoted.

e Add to the school a bigger link with the 600 families linked with Autism.
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e Not aware of any — review the position after a year or two — our current
situation is too unsettled — perhaps after BREXIT? — a forlorn hope?
e Not to my knowledge
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Community Drop-In Session
Drop-in session ran from 3pm — 7pm on 30 August 2017

e 109 attendees signed in at the session
e 40% (44) of attendees were parents

e 25% (27) were from the Church

e 10% (11) “other family members”

e 10% (11) “staff”

e 14% (15) “others”

e 1% (1) were neighbours of the school
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Comments received at the drop-in session

Option 1 - Do nothing

Comments

This school works well for all the pupils here and should be kept open. Its
location close to Perth City Centre is valuable to the community.

Testimony of former pupils means a lot. Essential part of local community.
Good placing of school. Ethos/cathedral community adds distinctiveness and
direction to area and of other schools.

Being an Episcopal school is a good link between church and community.
This school's community ethos is amazing; it has benefitted many young
people with learning difficulties.

The school and its staff are treasures. It’s a village school in a city setting. The
cathedral connection is great. My grandchild loves it here and is thriving.

Keep the school operating as it has been with links to the church and
community. Individual children are valued and taught appropriately.

Best Option! Keep the ‘village school’ advantages for pupils, flexible use of
the building to best meet needs. Added value of links with cathedral &
gateway & community.

The school has a great environment. The children thrive. We have a brilliant
relationship with the kids and teachers over at PKAVS. The intergenerational
work we do has made a real impact for all ages.

Keep open. Wonderful school. We at PKAVS work with the children and wish
to carry on

This school has a wonderful social mix — leave it alone. Excellent staff — family
connections. Primary children need to feel part of ‘local’ community. Ripping
the heart out of Perth

Leave it alone. It's a fabulous school with wonderful staff! It's a great
community school and its great having the Gateway and Cathedral to support
the pupils.

Both my children currently go to the school, both supported. Can’t thank the
school enough. | travel from Methven to bring them and want my other two
children to come too. THIS SCHOOL NEEDS TO STAY OPEN.

All our pupils currently choose to attend St Ninian’s primary school. Children
travel from as far as Pitlochry as we have a great wee family.

This school isn't a catchment school; we chose this school based on Quality
of Education and closeness with staff. | choose to walk 30 minutes to come to
this school when North Muirton Primary is at the end of my street.

This is a ‘Closing the Gap’ school. Supposed to be a Scottish Government
priority. This so-called consultation clearly shows that CtG bids are not a
priority.
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This would be best but with council support for advertising its availability,
location etc plus teachers and activities.

Went to view all schools before choosing St Ninian’s, found a few other
schools had a huge influx of foreign speaking children which my son would
feel isolated! (Our Lady’s).

This is the only option! Where do our children go? Our children in nurture,
what happens to them? With all the new houses being built around Muirton,
surely our numbers would increase as St Johns are at capacity and Balhousie
are also on the review list!

This is a great school, if it was promoted more to people in the area and if it
was more easily identified when searching online, it could increase enrolment
numbers.

Close Bertha Park. Keep St Ninian’s.

Must do something if ‘things’ are not quite right but closing the school is not
an option. Many new houses are being built.

Very misleading information sheet:

1. Roll is 64 and rising

2. Option 1 — ‘Do nothing’ indicates a desire for closure! It should state
‘continue as a denominational school.

3. The school is popular and growing — the empty room is needed for next
year’s intake.

4. The school is at the heart of Perth in an area with many challenges — to
close it would damage Perth City Centre.

5. We should provide at least one school where the ethos is Christianity — this
will be important for all faiths not just Christian.

Considerations seem to be purely economic — a bad basis for educational
decisions. Keep option 1.

School should remain open, is small, convenient and my son loves it.

| believe the school should remain open, Episcopalian and more children
encouraged to enrol from local primaries.

Keep the school, it's amazing. Teacher’s fab. Leave alone!

Children with learning difficulties, special needs, speech & language would
benefit greatly from St Ninian’s due to the homely, nurturing, happy
atmosphere and receive one to one attention when needed within the (NEST)
as this has helped my son.

Leave the school the way it is. This school is more like a big family and it is a
better environment for the children than large schools. The children should be
a priority!

From a Granny with two grandchildren, | think the school and teachers and
pupils work well and enjoy coming to the school. Everyone cares and it shows
daily. Leave the school alone.

My son has Autism and the only school | would ever put him to due to his
sensory issues and his language and behaviour has exceeded all
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expectations due to the caring attitude and nurturing of the staff and
environment.

Only school within the area that has a modern attitude towards religion and
makes children aware of ALL religious attitudes and practices.

All our kids come on leaps and bounds while attending this school. They are
very close knit and children in this day and age need that.

While tempted to say ‘do nothing’, | think the council could possibly applaud
what is happening within these walls — caring, nurturing, being aware of
children’s needs etc etc and perhaps help more?

Keep St Ninian’s the way it is, a nurturing, caring and hugely respectful
environment for children to grow. Grow into adults to be proud of, not lost
within NUMBERS! Not about numbers.

Do nothing ....... but only because good things are going on here. Of course
new ideas are always welcome but | reckon they are happening anyway.

No need to close a building that doesn’t need fixed, where pupils, parents and
staff love. It works well for work and being close to home. This school is a
wonderful inviting place to be. The school should be made more aware of by
others in the area.

Leave our school. This is a great school, there is a good relationship between
parents and teachers. My child really struggled with people. The school has
grown in numbers this year and can continue.

St Ninian’s is a great school with committed staff, a positive ethos, a safe and
structured place of learning for the increasing number of pupils. As a
............. , | cannot see why PKC wants to close it.

My granddaughter came to this school as it is a small, family friendly and
nurturing school. Her going to a bigger school IS NOT AN OPTION. A lot of
the children in the school would not get the support in a bigger school.

Not 150 Capacity! Every school needs a library (books are knowledge). Every
school needs a quiet space (NEST) for children to have quiet time and not 40
children to one class! Only 3 teachers.

Every classroom is used. School needs a library. School needs a nurturing
room for (TIME OUT) for children with special needs and learning sensory
issues. My son needed this with his sensory issues.

For an accurate understanding of the school capacity, a full audit needs to be
undertaken of the school buildings. A classroom has been demolished by the
council yet capacity remains at 150 pupils? This makes no sense!

The school is working excellent. Council’s figures are wrong.

Keep the school as it is! The numbers that the council have are clearly wrong.
Cramming 150 children in will have a terrible impact on the children’s learning.
It is more important to support the different needs of each pupil. Even
suggesting taking the LRC or the nest away is disgusting! The priority should
be individual care needs of each child.
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The school numbers are rising (council figures wrong). Teachers and staff and
Mrs GS are excellent. Pupils are all happy and achieving as they should.

Do nothing is a misleading statement! | understand that the school at present
has both children with attachment to their Cathedral and also no
denominational status. The catchment area could be widened and also
recognise the unique school here and opportunities available.

School roll is increasing again. The service for pupils here meets individual
needs that may not be met so successfully in another setting i.e. bigger.

Both of my children have attended this school. It is a school with a community
feel, friendly attitude from staff and children and is slowly gaining more pupils.
To close this school would be a terrible decision. | feel we should continue to
encourage more pupils to join our lovely school.

| don’t think anything should be done. It’s a nice, small school and the children
all look happy. The staff are friendly and approachable.

| chose to send my daughter to St Ninian’s because of her needs. Our
catchment school and even other schools in closer proximity did not have the
smaller classrooms and the LACK OF CHANGE that some other schools
have due to being so large. Closing or even changing the school will be
detrimental to many of the children’s education and lives!

| have been to this school for seven years and left to go to the Grammar. |
have missed this school and | liked it very much. It is the best school.
Because of the small numbers, it was a bit more of a one to one. | knew all of
the staff and got on well. | felt comfortable talking to them. | DO NOT want the
school to close. | think it is wonderful just the way it is. | have been offered to
move school before and not once have | thought | want to move. One of my
friends moved here in P5 and he said he never wanted to go back, he loved it
here and so did I. | am enjoying S1 because | was well prepared from P1 to
P7. Please leave this wonderfully, amazing school alone!

Keep school open. Its small calmer atmosphere allows giving children as
much attention as they deserve.

A modern approach to RELIGION from all sides! Teachers respect! Love!
Kindness, social awareness so our children grow up to respect EVERYONE!
Academically and socially this school has supported both my children to
develop into articulate, caring and confident young people.

Best Option 1.

Do Nothing

Do Nothing

Yes, yes, yes! This is the perfect way to go!

All the staff here are amazing and the kids and ourselves would be gutted to
lose it.

Yes, leave it alone.

Do nothing, it's not broken, doesn’t need fixed, excellent school.

Doing nothing would be the best option.
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No other school in Perth like it.

Why close a perfectly good school?

Doing nothing would be the best option.

Best option! Do nothing!

| agree, do nothing

| agree, do nothing

This is an amazing wee school. Please keep it open, thank you.

Do nothing, do nothing, do nothing.

Do nothing. Kids and parents love the school. Teachers are amazing! Lovely
small school.

Do nothing. Most of the children are happy with the current state of the
school.

Daughter loves the school. | love the school. Teachers and Headteacher are
fab.

Of the 4 options only ‘do nothing’ is logical (Option 1).

Leave the school as it is, | love this school for my grandson.

Please continue with the school and maintain status quo. Do nothing.

Do nothing. | am happy that my son is getting space to grow in this school. He
loves the school environment.

Do nothing. My son is very comfortable in this school and as a parent we are
totally satisfied with the school.
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Comments received at the drop-in session

Option 2: School remains open — remove denominational status of school and
create a new non-denominational catchment for the school.

Comments

e Ok removing denominational status.

e Why have any religious schools? More inclusive society if we remove all
denominational status.

e Open the catchment and give the school the chance to get more pupils.

e Option 2 would be better as catchment area changes might get more pupils to
school and good atmosphere.

e | support the school maintaining links with the cathedral — could this remain
even if denominational status was removed?

e Keep church status and leave it as numbers are going up.

e Keep denominational status.

e Retain school & Episcopal links. Always been a welcoming, inclusive school!

e Retain school and Episcopal connection. Known as a very good school.

e The school offers many links between church & community; it would be a
shame to lose these links.

e To remove our connection with the church would be a very bad idea. The
support they offer the school and families is priceless, financially and
educationally.

e Love the connection with the cathedral — Kids/Parents benefit greatly.

e The connection with the cathedral is a wonderful bonus. The kids share in
church tradition and no matter their ethnic origin, they can learn good values
here.

e | don’t think the denomination should be removed as there are Episcopalian
children at the school. The church not only helps with a good moral standard
to follow, it also gives the kids more space to let them grow as individuals and
helps to keep costs lower to parents.

e Keep this school open! Keep our connection with the church! Keep promoting
our fab school and boost our intake!

¢ Removing denominational status will not have any value addition. In fact the
kids may benefit in learning value if the denominational status is kept open.

e Leave as Episcopal school.

e Not a good option. Will lose unique link with Perth’s Episcopal Cathedral and
all this brings to the experience of pupils.

e The Episcopal connection is excellent — good for children to be aware (if not
participating) in their religious/Christian background and traditions. Too much
interference and watering down of people’s beliefs.

e | don’t think you should remove the denominational status, | think having the
link with the church is good for the children and the school, also for parent
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involvement. Thinking back to when | was at school, it was all part of the
routine and like this for my child.

| don’t think contact with the cathedral should be lost, it's good for kids and
parents.

Having a community with the cathedral is very important. They support the
school and the families. It is ridiculous that they would take this away. You
wouldn’t do it if we were a catholic school.

St Ninian’s is the ONLY Episcopal school in Perth so needs to remain open.
Do not remove the denominational status

Do not remove the denominational status

Can’t believe you can close a school that has links to Episcopal faith. This
would be met with such controversy if a Catholic/Muslim/other faith school
was being threatened.

What benefits would accrue from this that could not already be had? What
dis-benefits would occur (additional funds/support are given by the Episcopal
Church)?

The school currently accepts pupils from any denomination and catchment
area so there is no need to change its denominational status.

It would be very sad to lose connection with the church as it has worked for
such a long time.

Removing the denominational status would also mean a loss of community
links with the church and all the good it brings to the school.

But school has always had a policy of welcoming ALL pupils regardless of
denominational status.

Why change something that was with us for so long.

Risks losing charitable funding, extra-curricular resources and interested
congregation contacts.

The connection with the church is a great way for the kids to learn Christian
traditions and values. Why would anyone want to discourage/stop something
good and valuable in our community?

The wider school community is much appreciated and well received and
everyone gains from this. Cathedral especially is a huge value/benefit.
Denominational status is vitally important to the community.

Why do you need to remove the denominational status of the school? We
have had and continue to have strong links with the cathedral. We continue to
promote our school through attending the Little Cherubs and through PKAVS.
We have had an increase in children enrolling for P1 from toddler group.

Links with the church are very important and shouldn’t be removed.

Loss of Episcopal link would be damaging for children as they use the garden
space and church for festivals in addition to receiving both financial aid and
lessons in citizenship.

Keep denomination status, very beneficial even if not practising for all.

No reason to remove denomination, church has been fab for the school.
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Keep the denominational status of the school as there are close connections
with the church and school and good community links.

No! Further erosion of church and community. If this was a Catholic or Muslim
school, PKC would never suggest this.

Why can school not have catchment and denomination?

Why do you need to remove the denominational status or the school? Create
a new catchment area for denominational and non-denominational together.
Catchment does not guarantee increased role and loose community resource
so integral to the school ethos.

No way!

This school welcomes all faiths and educates on Cultural tolerance as big part
of ethos due to the cathedral.

Cathedral teaches the children respect of others, working with elderly,
toddlers, activities — in and outdoor space, fundraising, charity work and
lessons.

| am non-faith but feel this is a unique village/small community in a large
town/city — very unique.

As a former pupil, my education here allowed me to gain a First class
Honours degree at university.

Former pupils have one of the best educations in Perth. Let them learn and
represent what is good about small inner city schools.

Reconnect like it used to be, we should work together to save this school.
Catchment would improve if PKC did not list St Ninians below all other
schools including High Schools.

My catchment area school is also on the review list!

Church affiliation does not deter parents.

Do Nothing.

No

What would the catchment be? How could you get exact numbers for small
size, i.e. more than 69/100 capacity?
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Comments received at the drop-in session

Option 3: School remains open — extend the provision of other Perth & Kinross
Council services and utilise space within the school for these services.

Comments

e Option 3 — would be better if school space is utilised properly.

e Preferred Option To enable to reduce costs for council and open up much
needed central space for meetings, etc. School is a champion school with
active travel, no congestion issues and the majority of children travel actively
because of the school’s location.

e School should remain open as well as extending other appropriate services.

e Option 3. Please ensure the other council services are within E & Cs! Within
such an option, the existing denominational school and other uses will fit
comfortably. Specialisms in 1-1 education/art/music/Gaelic? All good. In this
age of ENFORCED budget austerity it is necessary to be creative and accept
compromise for the better good of all, including the denominational school.

e This option would be acceptable.

e The extra rooms should be used for nursery or after school club.

e Preferred option — extend provisions. After school club at the school might
encourage working people to send their children to St Ninian’s school.

e Option 3 appears to be the best possible choice as unutilized spaces would
be used for other essential services by the council.

e Ok as long as no impact on current pupils activities on offer.

e This is a really good alternative and would offer so much opportunity for the
community to see what a fantastic school St Ninian’s is.

e |s there room — where the demolished porch/car park is, could a new purpose
build facility be built — Nursery? Community space? Special needs? Gaelic
School?

e Why just PKC services and no other providers such as NGO’s?

e A nursery would get more children in the school; parents do not have to
change schools. Children get continuity too.

e | think the school should remain open, with after school care or nursery
options being made available! | would not want the school to close as it's a
great school with supportive teachers!

e To open an after school club to use extra room or a nursery class or both.

e School should remain open and utilise space for nursery etc.

e Use St Ninian’s for an after school club provision.

e Can parts of the school be used for wider community after school hours?

e Needs a nursery. Needs an after school club.

e After school care and/or nursery would be welcomed by parents.

e Nursery would be a good idea and after school clubs.
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| think a nursery would be good in the school, even a small 20/20 run nursery,
would then help boost numbers for the intake in primary one.

Expand the ethos and offer a nurture room provision and support.

After school club would benefit pupils and working parents as St Johns
charges £10 per day for this service.

Any visiting support services needing re-homed? Use empty rooms for this?
Option 3 — This would deprive children of either a music/drama room or the
Nest. Neither would benefit attainment of education.

Where? We currently have 1 classroom with is ‘free’! This is used for music,
drama and visiting specialists. This is also used for meetings in school; we
have no other suitable space.

Small class sizes allow for an inclusive education. Larger schools care about
numbers, not about pupil’s quality of education.

There are already spaces available in other council buildings and campuses
in the surrounding areas that are available in Perth and Kinross council. | feel
that our school would not benefit from this decision.

No — the apparent ‘extra’ space in the school is well used for 1-1 tuition or
help for kids who struggle with English. As numbers expand the space will be
much needed.

So let other people and strangers into a primary? No thanks.

| am concerned. Capacity 150 — involving turning office space into classroom
— how can you offer Gaelic lessons but no admin?

The P1 intake this year is 17. If P1 intake next year is a similar size, the only
remaining classroom would be in use. A school exists for children, so they
should have priority, not to bar children from admission here to accommodate
other services — such as Gaelic!

The council have ample provision and spaces elsewhere for them to use. The
school would NOT BENEFIT from this decision.

| don’t think this is a good idea as it will take away space from the kids that
already attend here.

Losing admin office/staffroom?

Let the school just be a school. They clearly use the space for the best
outcome of the children. There are many other PKC buildings that can and
are used. Campuses are underused.

Gaelic is a language in which 0.1% of the population speaks and majority in
the Islands! Not of use in modern day society!

Using the nurture/nest space for classes would risk the kids who need this
space losing time and resources and classrooms being more disrupted.
Perhaps out of hours to maximise cost of heating — but not a sensible option.
Puts pressure on teaching staff if things disappear etc.

Might be possible to use for services out of school hours. Not advisable.
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e | strongly feel the school needs to stay open as all our children love it here.
They like the fact that it is a smaller school for children to benefit from one to
one attention and quality time with their teacher.
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Comments received at the drop-in session
Option 4: Consider closing school and pupils attend catchment schools.

Comments

Best financial response — allows resources etc to be purchased. May not be
right for all children in a larger building however.

Closing down this school is not an option, sorry, find your savings somewhere
else.

Please do not close this wonderful unique school. Its position in the
community is valuable. It also offers a place for other pupils in other
catchment areas who will benefit from the smaller classes and committed
teachers who work here.

No, not at all, this school is a lovely, well run school, very friendly and it would
be a shame to lose that.

Shameful! Do the children matter?

The location of this school is very important for the local community and the
wider catchment areas as it offers a unique option for a well-run school in a
smaller school. Please do not close it down.

Not a very good idea. Just let parents and kids choose a school good for their
kids.

Leave school open. No need to close a perfectly good school down. LEAVE
IT BE!

NOT PREFERRED OPTION. School is a champion in active travel and has
no school gate congestion issues. Closing school and moving to another
school could impact on any existing congestion issues.

NOT AN OPTION. KEEP SCHOOL OPEN. COUNCIL FIGURES ARE
WRONG.

I’'m a parent of a 2 year old and was thinking of giving my child to this school.
Do not close the school.

Do not close school.

Not an option. Perth needs a small school. Some children don’t like a crowd of
people.

Not an option! This is the best possible school for my child! All staff are
excellent and very supportive.

Do not close school.

Do not close this school!

Do not close. Will lose a vital resource for pupils in the area. Too much
disruption to current pupils education.

Ludicrous decision.

Local children will be unable to walk elsewhere. Unhealthy option. Why
advertise walking to school?

This is a good school and should be kept to serve local children.
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Location is very important. Balhousie is also under review.

Current provision at various neighbouring primaries is obviously also ‘in
scope’ for possible change. If parents are actively choosing to send pupils
here — what is the draw and attraction? Hopefully this consultation will
highlight this. Working as a partner to this school and the others in PGS
cluster, | understand this particular school to be a warm, open, inclusive and
welcoming learning environment. The dynamic between staff and pupils is
different in a smaller school — to lose that across a cluster is something that
should be considered.

My son loves this school, teachers, pupils and his learning. It would be very
unfair to take my son away from his friends and his teachers.

We are a growing school with loads to offer — so why take a good thing and
close it?

With our connection to the church, we already save you money to put funding
into other schools. In my eyes, closing this school is a bad move and one | do
not support.

| doubt that this could be an option with other local schools with higher
numbers. What about the staff? There has been no mention of job security?
Would show council puts money (and poor stats) over quality education and
attainment.

Why would you close a school where children thrive in their learning and the
school has such a good ethos in the community?

Pupils will be lost in a bigger school. Further to travel, less staff to deal with
needs.

School is a great school, the children are all happy just like one big family and
it shows through the children’s learning — I really do think it would be the
wrong decision to close the school, especially also as my daughter is just
starting P1.

We work really closely with the school children and staff. A closure would be a
great loss for the day centre at PKAVS and all the work we do together. Local
generations come together because of the school.

This school is part of our community and as such needs to remain a part of it!
Do not close school. Teachers are brilliant. Sending kids to catchment schools
would mean bigger classes and less 1:1 time. Small classes mean more time
with teachers and the kids that need that bit extra help can get it here!

What a loss to the local area closure would be. Why close a perfectly good
school with lovely staff and a wonderful warm atmosphere.

All very well putting children in catchment schools but what if the child has
specific needs?! Sensory issues (crowds & noise), speech & language etc.
Large primaries would NOT DO!

Catchment school is Balhousie which is also up for review. Do you think it's
acceptable to disrupt child’s education to move to another school which can
close?

33



The school should remain open as other catchment schools cannot
accommodate more pupils.

Local catchment schools either over-subscribed already or poor educational
attainment record and low staff morale, staff absences etc. — not a good
option.

Worry if ‘nurture’ classroom used for increased role. Many children are here
because of nurture facility (they have come from other schools because of
this).

Do not want daughter to go to catchment school.

All pupils in this school are here because their parents actively chose it, not
because it is their catchment. The reasons for this are many, varied and with
sound basis. Many children pass their catchment school to get here. Also
catchment school may be very large — this does not suit lots of primary
children. Here we provide Nurture, without which some pupils would not cope
socially/emotionally. What then? Poor behaviour [1 multiple exclusions
Coffending behaviour [1 prison [1 huge cost to wider society, disaster for
individual and their families.

Did not want to go to catchment school — awful reputation.

| do not wish to send my child to my catchment school as | feel this smaller
school has a better reputation as a school. The children are all well behaved
in the playground.

Our children would then be subjected to bigger, overcrowded classrooms,
something not every child would deal well with.

If pupils were sent to other catchment schools, they would lose the connection
with the cathedral which is very valuable to the school and cathedral
users/members.

With the list of schools also on the list of Estate Transformation, | would worry
as to exactly where my catchment school would be. School closing is not an
option in my opinion.

Catchment schools themselves are in trouble. Would add to traffic
congestions in North Muirton area as current children walk to school.

34



Comments received at the drop-in session

Are there any other options that you would like to propose for the school?

Comments

| think the school should continue its great work.

Dispel the myth that the school is for the ‘hard to school’ children and more
local families will jump at the chance to use a place at this great school.
Provide additional teaching resources as school is now 68% of capacity.
Consider both a catchment and keep denominational status.

Possibility of childcare during in-service days and holidays. After school
activities. Advertise the school by putting it on PKC website on list of schools.
Just to continue as it is.

The school, although denominational, already can have a wide catchment
area — what advertising of this occurs?

Keep the school as it is.

Some of the questions are very misleading and could therefore overly
influence the consultation report. Consultation is good, but needs to be open,
transparent and fair to gain most effective results.

Teacher numbers be increased to enable the roll to increase. Long-term
commitment from council.

Over-subscribed local primary schools - parents should be actively
encouraged to contact St Ninian’s. Better advertising of the school by the
council — commit to help increasing the visibility of school and increasing the
role.

What options are there for joint discussions between St Ninian’s and
Balhousie? They are not miles apart, they have different facilities in terms of
sustainability, could offer better options if considered together.

Continue just like it is.

This school is the best, link with Autism, ADD, family after school.

Amazing teachers.

Nursery after school club.

The school is in a central location with the ability for pupils to walk/cycle both
to school and to other facilities such as swimming pool, Bells, Dewar’s, North
Inch, etc. Need to think of connections beyond the building asset i.e.
sustainability, links to wider community.

Small class sizes re proven to get better academic results.

This school offers a unique service and ethos. Leave it alone.

A great school. Leave well alone!

We love this school and so do our grandchildren!

After school club.

Extend the school and its ethos. Family friendly connecting with business
sector, voluntary sector as well as the Episcopal Church.
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Keep itasitis.
Leave school be! Amazing school. No issues.
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Comments received at the drop-in session
What are the reasons for the school roll declining over the years?
Comments

e Bigger school is being opened. Not enough advertisement of school.

e Bigger schools opening with after school clubs etc. But bigger is not always
better and | feel our recent influx of kids shows that.

e Since building the new schools in the area, people are choosing to put their
kids there and other schools numbers suffer.

e Families not living in town centres or putting children to catchment area
schools for convenience!

e No after school club?

e Families moving away. After-school club.

e Families coming over for exchange jobs for Aviva/SSE then leaving after a
year.

e Very mobile community e.g. short contract workers.

e It could be due to more increase in the elderly population within the area than
children been born.

e Poor advertising by council of this school as an option for any pupil — website
of council needs reviewed.

e Poor advertising — need to increase its popularity.

e People may be under the impression that it is an exclusive school when it is
not.

e When | looked on PKC website to find my catchment school, St Ninian’s is not
there, why? | found out about this wonderful school by word of mouth.

e No good website for the school — generic, clunky (PTA have just funded a
new one!).

e The PKC website demotes the position of the school in the catchment section
of the website.

e Are the ‘Perth’ inhabitants aware that the school is open to any child — no
catchment.

e School not advertised on website.

e There has been a marked increase recently (now 68) due to reputation of
teaching staff, quality of education. Now a thriving, nurturing and positive
experience for pupils.

e School pupil numbers are not accurate. Capacity is not 150 as council
knocked down 2 classrooms. Capacity is 100. Capacity is 75 as teacher
number has been reduced. Council figures are inaccurate.

e The roll is going up.

e Roll is increasing, not decreasing. Falsely inflated in 2009 when St Johns
pupils were decanted here. Currently 68.
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Incorrect roll/capacity stats broadcast by P&KC. Why would the council do
this? A done deal already, perhaps? Another Cale Road flat development?
The roll has increased and class room number decreased. Numbers are
wrong.

Feel this school is forgotten about which it shouldn’t. Fantastic school, keep it
up you guys.

This Headmistress and staff are TOP CLASS. LAST 2 WERE RUBBISH!
Reputation — past quality of teaching — lack of management by council. Word
of mouth — now better teachers and better teaching results.

This headmistress would like to encourage more out of school clubs.
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Comments received at the drop-in session

What are your reasons for choosing St Ninian’s Episcopal Primary School for
your preferred school?

Comments

| chose St Ninian’s as | am Episcopalian, also the school is nearby and fits in
with work. | also chose the school as it is a smaller school.

| am Episcopalian and was delighted to send my child to a school with such
strong links to the cathedral.

Excellent use of community resources — Cathedral, North Inch, Bells, PUHI.
Love the links with the cathedral. The kids can use their garden space.

| would like the school to remain open because of its location for parents
dropping off on their way to work. | would hate for this community to be lost
because of the links to the cathedral (option 3).

Links with cathedral.

Small, supportive, friendly school. Nurturing. Good Reputation. Excellent links
with cathedral.

Links with cathedral toddler group since new head teacher came. P7 send
over 2 children every week for an hour to help with children for community
project.

1. State school (like my own).

2. Small school size.

3. Known supportive environment.

4. Confident my child would get a great education and turn out a good person
My daughter needs a small class and more focused education. St Ninian’s
provides that perfectly. Also | am a member of St Ninian’s Cathedral

Small, nurturing school. Very supportive staff. Cosy internal feel.

Small, friendly, fab staff and Headteacher. Did not want catchment school.
Word of mouth. Great wee school.

School caters for children who need small classes. Excellent school.

The size of the school makes it possible for teachers to devote quality time for
the pupils.

Only a 5 minute walk from our house on the way to my work. My kid loves this
school. It is small and easy to settle in and have more time to chat with
teachers etc. Also enjoy the fact that the kids go to church.

| chose St Ninian’s for my little girl to start as | like the fact that it is a smaller
school in a good place. She would not cope in the bigger campus schools
where they all seem to be getting overrun at the moment and the quality and
time is taking away from the children.

Friendly approachable staff on enquiring.

Small numbers as | went to a small school myself.

Family feel.
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Can walk from home to school.

Small class sizes — kids love it. Older kids work with younger — reading —
promotes leadership and respect.

| chose this school for the reason of smaller classes. Can’t recommend this
school enough.

| chose St Ninian’s because it is a smaller school with a great family like
community feeling about the place.

Good reputation for education and support for pupils of all needs. Small class
size.

Smaller school with smaller class sizes benefit my child greatly with learning.
Friendly atmosphere. Kids are well behaved. Teachers/staff/Mrs GS are all
excellent.

Great support network. My kids feel all staff are easy to approach. Smaller
school means more 1:1 time. Get a better education.

Small community feel. Conveniently placed in town for working families. They
made us feel welcome when we moved here. Easy to get to know people and
a personal feel from staff.

St Ninian’s school has had a good reputation for lots of years and is situated
in a convenient area of Perth.

St Ninian’s school is a small school and gives better schooling to meet
children’s needs. Bigger schools not necessarily better.

Kids been coming 9 years. Close to home. Brilliant school, brilliant teachers,
been great with my son who has problems in school.

Due to my daughter’s behaviour issue, | chose to put her here as she would
get the option of 1:1 attention and have the opportunity to work with her
teacher. | feel she has really settled into her school and has made lots of
friends.

| love that classes have small numbers of kids. They are all very good friends.
| chose St Ninian’s as our catchment area school had a bad reputation and
my son had a bad experience there. Also, smaller schools give a better
schooling to meet their pupil’s needs.

Catchment school Balhousie — was warned poor educational opportunities
‘would be brave to send your kids there’.

My eldest child attended St Ninian's from P1-P7. My youngest child attended
from P1 and is now in P7. We chose this school because of its size and
location. It is friendly and focused on providing the best education for its
pupils. The staff are excellent. We moved to Scone last year and still bring my
son as he loves this school.

Wanted to support local authority school, not a private school.

Open to all high schools.

School allows passage to any of the Perth High Schools (Grammar, High or
Academy) — we liked this flexibility/freedom of choice.

Breakfast club.
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e Positive word of mouth from other parents.
e Currently S4. Was here from P1 — P7. | don’t want St Ninz to close coz it’s the
bomb dot com. It's da best.
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Letter received at the community drop-in session:

St Ninian’s is part of Perth’s history. | personally have a 45yr connection with the
school. It's a proven fact that smaller establishments and classes perform better
expectation than for high scholastic performance. Standards of behaviour also high.
School values such as respect ante discriminatory are mandatory. All members of
staff have genuine commitment to their pupils. Praise encouragement and practical
hands on approach helps the children to work toward their full potential. The school
is a small cosmopolitan community where understanding of different cultures —
creeds etc is taught and executed. On entering St Ninian’s the ambience welcoming.
Friendly smiley faces greet you and make for a relaxed visit making you feel that you
have entered a large family home. In today’s world St Ninian’s is an oasis of learning
and experience. Discipline is fair and appropriate all round support for the children
makes their attendance a positive experience as it did for the children of yesterday-
today and tomorrow. We as part of the family are passionate about our school.
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Comments & Queries: Community Drop-In Session

e Capacity?? Numbers are wrong!!

e |If | put a postcode search into the PKC schools website St Ninian’s does not
appear — because it is denominational. St John’s Primary School does
appear. Why the difference?

e Could the school have a catchment area as well as keeping the
denominational status?

e Is there an option to keep the school as a denominational school and give the
school a catchment area? Why are the two mutually exclusive? As per St
John’s Primary School.

e Who pays for the cost of further travel?

e s this a consultation OR has the school already been sold?

e | have already been told the Council have SOLD this for flats!

e Rumour has it building is sold & to be developed as flats?

e Has the school already been sold?

e Has the school already been sold? That's what we’ve heard. If true —
scandalous!!
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Email Received:

Hello,

| noticed the consultation regarding St Ninian’s and wondered whether the expansion
of Gaelic Medium Education had been considered as part of the following option:-

e Option 3 School remains open — extend the provision of other Perth & Kinross

Council services and utilise space within the school for these services

Thanks
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