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Tree Survey Assessment Criteria 

The tree survey is undertaken in accordance with a range of criteria listed in BS 5837:2012 Trees in 

Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction-Recommendations. 

 
Quality Category  
Category A: (high quality with an estimated remaining life expectancy of at least 40 years). 

 
Category B: (moderate quality with an estimated remaining life expectancy of at least 20 years). 

 
Category C: (low quality with an estimated remaining life expectancy of at least 10 years).  

 
Category U: (in such condition that they cannot realistically be retained as living trees in the context 

of the current land use for longer than 10 years). 

Sub Categories: The BS 5837 subcategories for all recorded trees is category 1,mainly Arboricultural 

Qualities &category 2 combined; mainly Landscape qualities.  

 

Tree Condition 

Defects or diseases and relevant observations have been recorded under condition of Crown, Stem, 

Basal area and Physiological condition. It is important to appreciate that in BS5837 criteria only basic 

condition categories are recorded and the inspection process does not constitute a detailed tree 

condition survey.  

The overall condition of a tree has been referred to as one of the following: 

 Good: A sound tree needing little if any attention. 

 Fair: A tree with minor but rectifiable defects or in the early stages of stress, from which 

it may recover. 

 Poor: A tree with major structural and or physiological defects or stressed such that it 

would be very expensive and inappropriate to retain. 

 Decline: Irreversible with death inevitable in the short term. 

 Dead. 

Age Class  
Age Class and Life Expectancy are clearly related but the distinction is necessary due to the variation 
among tree species.  Knowledge of the longevity of individual species has been applied to determine 
the relative age and life expectancy categories in which trees are placed.  
 
Age class is classified as: 

 Y: Young trees up to five years of age.  

 SM: Semi-mature trees less than 1/3
rdlife expectancy.  

 EM: Early Mature trees between 1/3
rd and ½ of life expectancy. 

 M: Mature trees between ½ and 2/3
rd of life expectancy.  

 LM: Late mature - A senescent or moribund specimen with a limited safe useful life 
expectancy.  

 V: Veteran status - where a tree possesses certain attributes relating to veteran trees. 
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Safe Useful Life Expectancy (SULE) 

The survey schedule identifies a Safe Useful Life Expectancy (SULE) for each tree. This is a subjective 

assessment of the number of years that the tree can be expected to survive without deteriorating to 

the extent that safety is compromised. The estimated remaining contribution is given in ranges of 

years (<10, 10 to 20, 20 to 40, >40). 

 

It is important to note that SULE does not in any way suggest that regular inspection and remedial 

work can be ignored. SULE does not take into account routine management that will be required to 

deal with minor structural or cultural problems, or damage that may arise from climatic or other 

physical intervention. The SULE value given for each tree reflects the following opinion based on 

current tree condition and environmental considerations:  

 

<10. The tree has very limited prospects, due to terminal decline or major structural problems. Its 

removal should be planned within the next 10 years, unless immediate removal is recommended for 

safety reasons.  

 

10-20. The tree has obvious structural or physiological problems that cannot be rectified, and 

decline is likely to continue. Removal or major tree surgery work may be necessary within 20 years, 

or the species is approaching its normal life expectancy and decline due to senescence can be 

expected within this timeframe.  

 

20-40. Relatively minor defects exist that are likely to increase safety risks or general tree health 

over a long period of time. At this stage it is impossible to fully predict the impact of such defects. Or 

the species is approaching its normal life expectancy and decline due to senescence can be expected 

within this timeframe.  

 

>40.  There is currently no health or structural problems evident and the tree can be expected to 

survive safely for 40 or more years. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Page 352 

Appendix 1: BS5837 Tree Categorisation 

Category (A) - (Light Green):trees whose retention is most desirable and are of high quality and 

value. These trees are considered to be in such a condition as to be able to make a lasting 

contribution (a minimum of 40 years) and may comprise: 

(i) Trees which are particularly good examples of their species especially rare or unusual, or essential 

components of groups or of formal or semi-formal arboricultural features (e.g. the dominant and/or 

principal trees within an avenue); 

(ii) Trees, groups or woodlands which provide a definite screening or softening effect to the locality 

in relation to views into or out of the site, or those of particular visual importance (e.g. avenues or 

other arboricultural features assessed as groups); 

(iii) Trees or groups or woodlands of significant conservation, historical, or commemorative value  

Category (B) - (Mid Blue): are trees whose retention is considered desirable and are of moderate 

quality and value. These trees are considered to be in such a condition as to make a significant 

contribution (a minimum of 20 years) and may comprise: 

(i) Trees that might be included in the high category but because of their numbers or slightly 

impaired condition (e.g. presence of remediable defects including unsympathetic past management 

and minor storm damage), are downgraded in favour of the best individuals; 

(ii) Trees present in numbers such that they form distinct landscape features and attract a higher 

collective rating than they would as individuals. Individually these trees are not essential 

components of formal or semi-formal arboricultural features, or trees situated mainly internally to 

the site and have little visual impact beyond the site; 

(iii) Trees with clearly identifiable conservation or other cultural benefits. 

Category (C) - (Grey): are trees that could be retained and are considered to be of low quality and 

value. These trees are in an adequate condition to remain until new planting could be established (a 

minimum of ten years) or are young trees with a stem diameter  below 150mm and may comprise: 

(i) Trees not qualifying in higher categories; 

(ii) Trees present in groups or woodlands, but without this conferring on them significantly greater 

landscape value and or trees offering low or only temporary screening benefit; 

(iii) Trees with very limited conservation or other cultural benefits. 

Category (U) - (Dark Red): Trees for removal are those trees in such a condition that any 

 existing value would be lost within 10 years and which should in the current context be 

removed for reasons of sound arboricultural management. Trees within this category are: 

(i) Trees that have a serious irremediable, structural defect, such that their early loss is expected due 

to collapse, including those that will become unviable after removal of other category U trees; 

(ii) Trees that are dead or showing signs of significant, immediate or irreversible overall decline; 

(iii) Trees infected with pathogens of significance to the health and or/safety of other trees nearby 

trees or very low quality trees suppressing adjacent trees of better quality.
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Appendix 4: Project Contact Details 

 

Sweco UK Limited 

Ellie Davies 

Landscape Architect 

Abbey House, 4th Floor 

33 Booth Street 

Manchester, M2 3LW      

 

Tel. 0161 667 7053  

Mobile 07798 825 068 

E-mail: ellie.davies@sweco.co.uk 

 

Project Arboriculturalist 

 Christopher Calvey,  
 The Tree Inspector (Scotland) 
 North Hourat Farm,  
 Kilbirnie, Ayrshire  
 KA25 7LJ 
 
 Tel. 0141 297 1010 
 Mobile: Mo. 07920 763132 
 E-mail: chris@tree-inspector.co.uk 

mailto:ellie.davies@sweco.co.uk

